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Entering 8th Grade (2024-2025)
Middle School Language Arts Summer Reading

Required Reading: You will read two books for summer reading before 8th grade. 
You will take an AR quiz on The Alchemist. If you write (by hand) one page of notes for each book, you are free to use those notes on the AR quizzes. You will write journal entries in blue or black ink, in a Marble Composition Notebook for both books you read, for both books. 

Read The Alchemist by Paulo Coelho
Compose by hand at least 10 dated (day of week and calendar date) journal entries of at least 50 words each. In each handwritten journal entry, evaluate the significant moments involving the chapter’s plot, main characters, and major themes. Give your overall opinion of the book in a final 200-word journal entry. Use quotes from the text for at least three of your journal entries. Cite using the author’s last name and the page number from which you’ve borrowed your direct quote or paraphrase, in parentheses. Make sure to check your grammar, spelling, and punctuation. 
Read a book of your choice from the below list.
Compose by hand 8-10 dated (day of week and calendar date) journal entries of at least 50 words each. In each handwritten journal entry, evaluate the significant moments involving the chapter’s plot, main characters, and major themes. Give your overall opinion of the book in a final 100-word journal entry. Use quotes from the text for at least three of your journal entries. Cite using the author’s last name and the page number from which you’ve borrowed your direct quote or paraphrase, in parentheses. Make sure to check your grammar, spelling, and punctuation. 

Book List:
Absolutely Normal Chaos, Sharon Creech
Crash, by Jerry Spinelli
Ender’s Game, Orson Scott Card
The Hitchhiker’s Guide to the Galaxy, Douglas Adams
The Fault in Our Stars, John Green
The Fellowship of the Ring, J.R.R. Tolkien
For Whom the Bell Tolls, Ernest Hemingway
The Great Divorce, C.S. Lewis
Messenger, by Lois Lowry
Make Lemonade, Virginia Euwer Wolff
Out of the Dust, Karen Hesse
The Screwtape Letters, C.S. Lewis 
Skink, Carl Hiaasen
Death on the Nile, Agatha Christie
White Fang, Jack London
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